h at room temperature. After removing of the solvent the dark green residue was extracted with 10 mL of n-hexane and two times with 20 mL of ether. Blue-green crystals of the title compound could be obtained from the combined filtrates at 30°C (yield 1.96 g, 73 %).
Source of material
To a solution of 2.16 g (6.23 mmol) O(SiMe 2 ApH) 2 [1] (O(SiMe 2 ApH) 2 = O[Si(CH 3 ) 2 NH-(4-CH 3 C 5 H 3 N)] 2 ) in 10 mL of THF was added 4.99 mL (12.46 mmol) n-BuLi (2.5 M in nhexane) at 78°C via a syringe, stirred for 30 minutes and then allowed to warm up to 40°C. The resulting suspension was added to a suspension of 2.33 g (6.23 mmol) [CrCl 3 (thf) 3 ] in 30 mL of THF at 40°C. The dark green reaction mixture was stirred for 12 h at room temperature. After removing of the solvent the dark green residue was extracted with 10 mL of n-hexane and two times with 20 mL of ether. Blue-green crystals of the title compound could be obtained from the combined filtrates at 30°C (yield 1.96 g, 73 %).
Discussion
The development of amido metal chemistry of the early transition metals increased dramatically in the last decades [2] . The amidometal bond in the complexes can be stabilized by additional Ndonor functions, for instance by a pyridine moiety [3] . Recently, we developed a series of siloxane-bridged bis(2-aminopyridines) which were used as dianionic ligands after deprotonation [1] .
The title compound is a dinuclear dichloro chromium(III) complex. Each of the chromium atoms adopt an octahedral coordination, as preferred by Cr(III) complexes [4] . Both chromium atoms are axial coordinated by one chloro ligand in a transoid arrangement. Each siloxane-bridged bis(aminopyridinato) ligand uses a pair of adjacent pyridyl and amido N donor atoms to chelate one chromium atom equatorial to the Cr1, N3, Cr1A, N3A plane, while the second amido nitrogen atom bridged both chromium atoms. The second N atom on the other pyridyl group is used for coordination of the second chromium atom. The chelating N3ACrN4 angle (65.31°) is much smaller than the chelating N1CrN2 angle (66.04°). The bond lengths observed for N3Cr1 (2.139 Å) and N3Cr1A (2.170 Å) reflect delocalized bonding mode. The two Cr atoms are separated by a distance of 3.185 Å. The length of the Cr1N2 pyridinato bond is almost 0.103 Å longer than the Cr1N1 amido bond. This difference indicates a localized bonding mode. 
